
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
February 3, 2015 

 
The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
February 3, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:31 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; George Sidhu, Engineering 
Manager; Mark Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Mike Fox, Operations 
Manager; Chris Shaff, Planning Engineer; Kathy White, HR Manager; Shawn Backman, 
Auditor; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; Kim 
Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; and Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Diane Robertson, Curt 
Trønsdal, Jones Atterberry, former PUD Commissioner (District 3), Dale Ragen, Mount 
Vernon City Council, Mike Newman, Terri Cook. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for February 3, 2015: 
a. Approval of Minutes 01/27/15 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2604 - Voucher Nos. 2529-2568 ($102,674.99) 02/03/15 

The motion passed. 

Auditor Backman presented the Status of Budget as of December 31, 2014. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report, Manager Powell reported the following: 
Met with DOH last week; in Washington, surface water systems using conventional or 
direct filtration consistently perform above regulatory standards and provide better public 
health protection.  DOH awards bronze, silver, and gold certificates to systems that meet 
or exceed their treatment optimization (TOP) goals for 3 years, 5 years, and 10 years, 
respectively.  The District received a Gold High Five Award as one of only four water 
systems that have maintained TOP turbidity goals for 13 years.  The goals are to meet 
0.10 nephelometric turbidity units (NTU) or less in 95 percent of the maximum daily 
combined filter effluent (CFE) measurements taken during the year.  Never exceed 0.30 
NTU in any CFE measurement.  By contrast, the standard requires 95 percent of samples 
in a month to be 0.3 or less NTU and never above 1 NTU. 

Engineering Manager Sidhu reported the following: 

District Projects 
Last week District crews completed the mainline pipework, service connections, and 
patching of the Green Street Project. This week they will continue minor cleanup on that 
project and complete punch list work. They will also be performing miscellaneous 
service installation, service repair, and patch work before moving to the next District 
project, Blodgett Street south, on February 11.  

Staff is continuing their work on the Mann Road LUD.  Letters to affected residents on 
the proposed LUD went out on January 30, and an information meeting is scheduled for 
6:00 pm on Wednesday February 11 at the District Aqua Room. 

Operations Manager Fox reported that the Blodgett Road South pipeline is critical for 
backup to Conway, Cascade Ridge and Fir Island.  He reported that DOH will perform 
thorough investigation sanitary surveys for the Fidalgo, Mountain View and Judy systems 
this year. 

Community Relations Manager Tate reported that staff continues work on the Customer 
Service module with Northstar and integration with CityWorks.  The discovery kickoff is 
scheduled for March. Testing for online bill payment will take place next week.  WTP 
field trips are scheduled for next week. 
HR Manager White reported that work on the safety program is ongoing.  Audio testing 
will be scheduled for all employees.  The first quarterly combination staff and safety 
meeting was held on January 27 and included a report on the state of the PUD, training 



issues and a question and answer session and positive feedback has been received from 
employees regarding the meeting. 

Under New Business, Commissioner Littlefield stated that Commissioner Cook was not 
prepared to discuss the Governance Policy as he has not read the comparative policy 
Commissioner Littlefield brought back from the recent 2015 Commissioners’ Workshop.  
Discussion ensued regarding the proposed policy; the Commission scheduled a work 
session on February 10 at 3:30 PM to review the proposed governance policy.  The draft 
policy will be posted on the District’s website. 

Under New Business, Commissioner Littlefield stated that the February 17 Commission 
meeting follows a Monday holiday and requested a motion to cancel the meeting as has 
been past practice.  Commissioner Cook moved to cancel the meeting of February 17, 
2015.  The motion passed. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to reduce the number of Commission meetings to twice 
a month, leaving two weeks for the scheduling of work sessions if needed.  Attorney 
Gilbert stated that the issue should be an agenda item for a future meeting.  
Commissioner Robertson withdrew his motion.  Commissioner Littlefield stated the issue 
will be included on a future agenda. 

Under Miscellaneous, Manager Powell stated that one of the goals of the District is to 
protect the watershed.  He stated that in the past District property unnecessary to 
operations has been declared surplus and sold.  Manager Powell stated that he is currently 
reviewing District property that is no longer needed by the District as the real estate 
market is more conducive for sale and will suggest that the sale revenue be used for 
protection of the watershed. 

Under Audience Comments, Jones Atterberry commented on the recent articles in the 
Skagit Valley Herald regarding water right issues and asked what is happening at the 
state level; Commissioner Robertson replied that Representative Lytton’s bill and 17+ 
other bills regarding water issues were presented to the legislature.  He stated that DOE 
overstepped its bounds and commended Mike Newman and other citizen groups for 
getting the legislature’s attention.  Commissioner Cook stated he supports Barbara Bailey 
and Kirk Pearson’s bill. 

Diane Robertson commented on various items regarding pipe installation and the 
postponement of discussion on the governance policy. 

Curt Trønsdal inquired about the upcoming proposed Mann Road LUD meeting and 
asked if surrounding property owners may attend; Engineer Shaff replied yes, the 
meeting is open to surrounding property owners.  He stated that letters were mailed 
Friday and Mr. Trønsdal just has not received his.  Mr. Trønsdal asked if there were 
copies of the meeting minutes available; Manager Powell replied yes, they are posted on 
the District’s website following approval by the Commission. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Littlefield reported on his attendance at 
the Washington Association of Sewer and Water Districts 2015 Commissioners’ 
Workshop and received a certificate of completion, stating it was a very informative 
workshop.  He stated there will be more meetings through the WA PUD Association for 
new Commissioners and to meet the requirements for Commissioner training.  
Commissioner Robertson asked if there was any discussion regarding water reclamation; 
Commissioner Littlefield replied the workshop was more about public disclosure and the 
open public meetings act. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of February 3, 2015 was adjourned 
at 5:40 PM. 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


